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To: Mayor Groover and City Council Members 
From: Charles Pettus, Chief of Police 
Date: May 12th, 2025 
Re: May 2025 Monthly Report 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

- FEMA/GEMA Hurricane Debbie(DR4821) and Helene Update(DR4830) 
 Both Storms have been completed on the Cities end and we are 

awaiting receipt of the reimbursement funds 
 DR4821 (T.S. Debbie) has been obligated 
 DR4830 (Hurricane Helene) has been finalized and is awaiting the 

final approval and obligation. There is nothing left on our end 
other than to sign off on the final documents upon their receipt.  

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

- Speeding Complaint on Kirby Street 
o In the April Meeting a resident of Kirby Street expressed a concern 

regarding speeding and the amount of traffic on the street. 
o As stated, we (Police Department) had already placed the Speed Trailer 

on Kirby Street to document and gather data. 
 The trailer was placed on March 13th, 2025, by Chief Pettus and 

Public Works Director Walker 
 I have been monitoring the data from the trailer since this date 

and have presented each of you with a copy of the report that 
contains data from the date the trailer was placed until this past 
Saturday (05/10/2025) 

• You will see that the in the time period that 
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• There has been a total of 3,904 vehicles that have traveled 
on Kirby Street and 94.9 percent were under or in 
compliance with the posted speed limit 

o This averages approximately 67 vehicles per day 
o Out of the 3,904 vehicles only 199 of them were over 

the posted speed limit. 
 The average violation speed is 29.17 miles per 

hour 
o The Excessive speed threshold was set at 35 miles 

per hour (ten miles over the posted speed limit) 
 9 vehicles or .23 percent exceeded this 

threshold 
• It is noted that every one of these was 

traveling north 
 It was also noted that on the 7th day after the 

speed trailer was put in place, three vehicles 
traveling north were traveling between 70-81 
miles per hour. 

• It is suspected that this was a group of 
motorcycles or sport bikes.  

• It occurred between 0900 and 1000 
hours. 

• The average speed is 21 miles per hour. The speed limit is 
25 miles per hour 

• The report shows that approximately 5 percent of vehicles 
that travel this city street are violating the speed limit. 
 

o As an added effort and resource, A dedicated form has been added to 
the City Website and has been shared on the Police Departments social 
media account for citizens to report speeding concerns.  
 The submissions are sent directly to Chief Pettus’ email for 

review and follow-up.  
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Citizen Complaint – Citizen owned sign about kids in the area 

- Upon receipt of the complaint, The Boston Police Department immediately 
responded to ensure that the sign was not in the roadway and upon arrival 
discovered that the sign was in the roadway on the center divider of the 
roadway. 

- Chief Pettus and Sgt. Donley met with the owner of the sign, Mr. Searcy, and 
another resident and discussed the legality of the sign, the reason for the 
concern, and asked that they not place the sign in the roadway. 

- The citizens were advised that they may place the sign beside the driveway, so 
long as the sign was not in the roadway, or the attached flag did not protrude 
into the roadway. 

- As an added effort, Chief Pettus also provided each of the residents with a 
speeding awareness campaign sign acquired through the Governor’s Office of 
Highway Safety. 

- The citizens were receptive and understanding of the reasoning behind the 
issue with the sign in the roadway. 

 
Speed Bumps – Purchase Request 

 
- In an effort to work with our citizens, I am requesting that the City Council 

allocate some funds to purchase and install speed bumps on the following 
roadways 

o Kirby Street 
o Oakridge Avenue (Autistic Child) 

 This justification is the same as for the one that was requested 
and installed on Johnson Street 

o West Jefferson Street 
 In the area of the Housing Authority Property 
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